(Presenter’s Notes by John Kindschuh-- on behalf of Lolly and himself)

Delores Marie “Lolly” (Hall) Kindschuh is the eldest of the nieces and nephews who
survive George Hall; also the first of that group to be served by him as an officiant at the

time of marriage.

The topic originally requested of Lolly for presentation at the 2012 AHA gathering was
“The George and Lorena Hall Family”. The addition of the words “A Saga of Sadness
and Hope™ was proposed by the two of us to acknowledge the compounded poignancy
so evident in George and Lorena’s experience.

Many may have known or learned elsewhere of the persons in the family story:
George Hall: Husband/Father /Pastor/Professor
Lorena (Daeschner) Hall: Wife/ Mother/ Artist/Art {nstructor,
Their Four children: Terry, Peter, Camilla and Nan:
All four were to die under extraordinary circumstances.

Lolly and I declined to attempt a “history”, leaning instead toward a bit of an oxymoron:
Autobiography in the third person. To wit: We specifically determined to limit our resources to
family documents -- (no usage of TV, magazine, or newspaper sources), committing ourselves
to rely as fully as practicable upon what we called “George words”, especially notes written at
vartous times in which he recounted experiences within the family. Of special value were items
drafted but left unedited in final years. Lolly undertook review of isolated memos and personal
papers. At her request, I set parameters for sequencing, and did the presentation at AHA 2012.
Inaccuracies? Likely. None intended by George, of course, nor by us. We knew he welcomed
use of memory in his “nineties”; we sought to avoid miscues.

Therefore -- to repeat: We thought “George” sources should be central. So far as we know, no
parallel notes from Lorena exist. In the oral presentation therefore, rather than to employ “quote
- ¢nd quote” terminology, the word “George:” served as the lead-in cue to items of his specific
authorship. In the story, some disjointed calendar references are included. Some are imprecise.
At other points we injected certain items of “connecting tissue”; a few quite personal.

For the two of us, the journey of recall evoked spontaneous punctuation from both heart and
mind. Others might discover how easily that happens. To limit presentation time, we formed
and followed this text-- attempting to knit pieces of the story together with etficiency, love, and
respect.

¥k o sk ok 2K ok ok ok ook ke ok ook ook skskosko ks ok



o : ASagaof Sadnessand Hope leeGeorgeandLorena(Daesclmer)Hall }Fam:ilyff : 3 n

: The mbltrary pomt ot begmmng for the btory is Lanyon, Iowa .near Dcslvlomeq the Clty to V'j B

o Whlch Geoxge 8 father a Swedwh C ovenant pastor had elmgrated from Sweden B

o ) 'Imagmc 1925 George graduates from Lanyon H: gh School lhe decmon whxch followed was
- - aportent of his future. Having finished High School, he qunckly sought out summer courses - -

- . offered by Jowa State. -His adolescent réasoning — as he recalled it in the 1990"s —~ was ~ - 5
 [George:} “My academic record was not good due to the LEVEL of education at Lanyon

. High School; excellent in many ways but lackmg in academlc competltlon and standards, .

. How I was accepted for seminary training I do not understand -~ for by today s standard 1

, ,would certamly not be well-quahﬁed""” JU = :

: To Augustana College that fall He would hve w1th hm older brother at Auguglana Semmary
R There was no family money for col lege. S0 he tried his hand at sellmg band instruments »*that of
- itself reflects his. lifelong indomitable sense of humor' ‘A scholar by nature he early on R

- vrecognved he would have no <uccess asa salesman' L

:V'VvBut once at oollege and w1th the axd of Dr Henry Veld he was successful maplvotal blt of -
:,'fdeceptlon SR SRR CL SR o

S lGeorge} “Iu my studles [ had heard about Dr. Edgar Goodspeed. He llad been mvnted to - ,v

- The Moline Dmner Club to speak on his translation of the New Testament. There was no

~way for anyone not a member of that Divner Club to attend ‘Then I heard that the Male ,

o ‘Chorus of the Collega was to sing. 1 knew that they were to be dressed in tuxedos, so I did
. the same, appearing at the stage door with the rest of the chorus. Some Chorus members ,
~could not come; so the director, Henry Veld, said I could stand with the. Chorus; but only .

fpretend to sing! ‘After the performance I sat down at one of the tables; was absolutely

.fi : § enthralled by the lecture. I resolved that I would try somehow to study wnth Goodspeed ». B ,

o Summer 1928 George traveled w1th the Augustana Band to Europe tor a concert tom A total o
disaster!" Upon arriving in Europe, the Band found that its European Steward of Band finds had
Lo Vabscondcd with nearly all its money. Evetyone was on his own, In 1929, George was asked to -
- ‘write a history of the fiasco. He did. He pubhshed it Another ﬁasco' {Very dlﬁercnt from thei N

fmne books he would autlmr Iatex in hte }



' '.Co Iege gradua‘uon . mzd-1929 Semmary studles began that fall ‘In hlS mlddler yea;l an
_ unexpected diversion -- one prompted by Oscar Leonardson of Augustana Brotherhood fame _
- [George:} “Oscar had ‘agreed to serve: Ebeneczer church in Chicago at ThanI(Sgwmg A

% o schedule conflict developed, in deSperaﬂon he came to me; Iagreed to serve in his place
" Dr./Pastor E.K.Jonson and I hit if off very well. When he asked me about my. future

- plans, I said I wanted to stay out a year to gam maturlty and expcrlence in the pansh aﬁd o

- o study at the of Chlcago n.

_;_.-George went on to note that hlS older brother Ciarence had done somethmg smnlar in Rockford
- Soheand Jonson agreed upon a plan: A, - Church duties at Ebeneezer with Jonsson.  B. —
| Umversrty studies at Chicago with GoodSpeed He reported how the Ebeneezer plan worked out

P during the Chnstmas season:. [George] “At 3 a.m. we got up to take care of the tradltlonal

' Julotta services. Foster Ave. ‘was filled with people, the church filled to capaclty When we

L entered, it smelled almost like a bar The men who had been drinking on Clark Streeta

L bleck away had come over to attend Chnstmas serv:ces One should not miss Julotta'"”

- George 8 private plan Was te delay Semmary studles remam m the cnty, study at the U of o
- Ch1cago Intervention came by way of Seminary Dean Conrad Bergendoff -- who advised hlm

| SR to finish work at the Seminary, then stand for Ordination. Bergendoff’ s trade-off promise;’ “I’ll -
- see that you get a call near the Un1ver51ty George ] Iater comment was comphmentary L

- "‘Bergendoff was true to hls word” SRR

_1934 Ordamed on a eall to. Mﬂler Indlana George s pastoral qerv1ce began S : |
.- immediately: [George ] “My two years in Indiana were excltmg and very S“Wessful” L

‘True. Year one ~ 100+ baptisms!- He also prompt]y pursued PHD studles at the U of Chmagos.. - ._
“Before year-end }935 he had completed baszc reqmrements The Degree was awarded shortly '

b __1hereaﬁer

L -1'1936 Another dwerszon on hlS career path [George ] “My fnend Carl Lund~Quist {known o

e ‘in Augustana Synod parlance as ‘Hyphenquist’} came to see me as a representatlve of Dr. ., -

" Pihlblad, President of Bethany College — to inquire ‘about my interest in coming to -

- '_Bethany The College had trled unsuccessfully to interest other scholars, but since they o

 were married, they could not afford to bring families @ $1400 a year. To keep R o
R aceredltatmn, colleges were to pay a teacher at least $2000. per year. Bethany did that,, F

- but with the stlpulatlon that faculty would turn over a check for $600 asa gxft makmg the Lo

o met $14001°

o '..Summer 1936 ended Dr /Pastor/Profeseor Hall was oﬁ' to Bethany, It was a P1ed Plper o

o . _experlence Fleven students from the Church in Mllier followed hlm to Kansas‘ o



":The Bethany arrangement called for htm to do preachmg and pastoral service at Smoian Church ';_
~ on Sundays; teaching respons1b111tles in Lindsborg the rest ojf the week, He was busy!. Butin.
1937 the pastor/ teacher and a young female artist from Coffeyville ~Lorena Daeschner — of

- German Lutheran descent! and an assistant to Birger Sandzen, the widely applauded artist - R

f_i . mutually immd time for what became a three-menth courtship: [George 1 “We decided there R
*_was no reason to delay our marriage. We were 29 and 26 'respectwely ‘Our mothers-

o arranged to visit Lmdsberg at the same time. We conﬁded our plans to them. They L
" “approved. With the spring events there was a formal dmner for Lorena’s sorority wlnch o
~ she could not miss since she was Presnient But for me to httend as a professor of '

B (May 23)...

o ':Chrlstlamty at a church college at which there would be dhncmg {which was ferbldden’) e
. was comprom:smg So. - she mv;teﬂ someone else’ But the next day we were engaged"” -

S '[George q “Graduatlon that year -1937- was on May 28“‘ i The weddmg was arranged with -

s (the Plhlblads) for May 30. ¥ conducted services at Smolan that morning. After lunch I

picked up Lorena and her baggage Mus. ‘Pihiblad made Swedish coffee cake and coffee.
Lorena had sold her trumpet to. buy a new dress, I hdd my sult cleaned Theqe were the ' .

o _"_'Dr Pihlblad performed the Servwe The honeymoon was bne 1938 dered Even before they

T ‘had reached their first anniversary, George would receive two letters from GA. : One from

|  President Johnson, the other from. Chrxsuamty Chmn Edgar dl‘arlson “A Vacaney* Weuld . z'

_ o George be mterested ina caH to Gustavus‘7‘

[George i} “It was not a propltmus tlme The Pnhiblads héd been ina car accldent, thelr

" lives were in peril. Bethany’s Vice-President Lmdqmst mﬂde an urgent appeal to us to - :
. stay. We pondered. We prayed. ‘We decided to accept the call to Gustavus. We prayed for &

_ 'God’s blessing that our work would be acceptable, and thqt we could make that our lmme
forthe restofourcareers” S SR .__|_ SRR S A R

" That terse summary is followed by an edrcorial note; partlcularly pmgnant in reﬂeetzen
{George:] “Our first yedr of marnage was a hectxc one m inany respects No one could

o _-_have guessed what nght 11e ahead

R Once in St Peter Lorena 1n1t1ated programs in Art - for campus and cemmumty, laymg
C foundatlons for what Would become a grand tradltzon at Gustdvus College R

A yea.r or two Iater her mentor Blrger Sandzen came’ > for a guest artlst exhlblt The Gu%avus o

_ . Junior class raised enough funds to purchase a Sandzen oil ‘painting; the first of his works to be

- included in the Gustavus Art Collection. Each member of the blass conmbuted a dollar fer the
e __acquls'ztxon (On dzsp!ay durmg AHA 20 I 2 m Hzi!strom Galledz ) R : .



B For the proteqsor, the loommg respone:bnhty in 1938 was clear Gushvus Pohcy was: “Eam

tenure or out”, Gcorge went to work in the Chrxs Department Tenure as a Fui} Professor was ’

o E grantcd three years Ia.tcrw 1941

_ Domestlc hfe pro:,rcb:,cd accordmgly In 1941 Son Terrv was: bom A fateful yea: Pear] »;,}:

o Harbor was followed by Deciaratlon of War, and a V 12 umt on the GA campus

'--:-1942 Son Peter was. bom {Important domestzc corol iary . Once tenure. had been gramed the'
* floor plan sketches for the family’s house would goto a Mankato architect for blueprints, The

~couple’s work. with boards nads shmgies and ﬁ zendsl soon helped m ake the famdy dleam— 5
bouse come true} - | o o )

: 1944 Gwrge became ehgible for 6 months of sabbatacal study, followmg 8 years of non—stop

e y teachmg that had. accumulated so quickly! The terms were SpBCIﬁC SR

_ *Secuse a teaching replacement
= * S"Ud}’ with Remhold Neibuhr at Umon Sem NYC i :
B | *Meet hvmg costs (Geo agreed to teach half t:me at Upsala College)

o "’I‘hen unexpected good fortune“

" Pastor Bernard Johnson of Stamford, Connectxcut kuld go on hts own sabbaticai in Europe S
- would exc,hange housmg for paetoral service on week-ends George agreed R
- Arrangements were made for the replacement atGA. | :
' Livmg expenses. and housmg had been solved; Lorena was happy
Pastoral servwe was gwen to the pansh i Stamford

o {George] “Youth work accelerated as veterans came home and 1ed Easter actxv:tles. They .
celebrated the day with an outdoor sunriseé service by the ocean. A returnmg veteran

. : .thanked me and told me why he had pushed for such a service. He had been taken pnsoher
- in the Battle of The Bulge, went down to 88 pounds as pr:soners were moved ahead of the -

" ARlies. He did not expect to survive. But he vowed that if he did, he would make the next o

T Easter as great and g!onous as possxble He fu!f' lled hxs prormse PO

1945 Sabbatical over, George and Lorena s famﬁy had barely amved home before George

< would travel to Washington, (State) to lead a series of services durmg Holy Week. In- St. Peter:

- '_i.-fLerena would have travel of her own To the Hospxtal To greet Baby Camllla who was on the

way.

- The record reﬂeots a notable economy of words [George] “Ted Conrad brought Lorena to .

| : :_:'-._the hospltal in my absence He teiephoned the good news 130 me in Spokane. R



: 1947 Baby Nan is born A iater Iess than chmca{ report [George'l * Dr. Olmanson noted
~that Nan didn’t seem to be right in the lnps. Later, At the Duluth Clinic, they said there

N - was somethmg amiss, but it was too early to do anything yet. Dr Chatterton invited her as

. a patient. Dlscovermg that both hips were dlslocated he put her in a frog-like cast. She -
‘adjusted qulc!dy and scooted amund the ﬂoor on.a board w;th a wheel and crawled up and

. _down stairs »

o 1948 Vacatxon Unusual enthuSIasm even for {George.] “It was 1 948 and I was born in v

71908. It was my ¢ 40" year.. The family was comp!ete, in good health, and we had been B

e "_"'_'wnthout an auto. We thought of spendmg a summer in the West at the National parks
o _.-'_:'-'hvmg in a trailer.....I would do research and work in the Park libraries during the -

~_morning; we ‘would enjov the Park (MessVerde) in the afternoon, then aﬁend Ranger o :
. leetures m the evenmg ' ;e o : : _ C ,

. . George bought a used car and traﬂer but the V&Cdt}()n was noi to be a as 1dylhc as the pian

| [George:] “Terry became ill with an upset stomach for which we gave him the usual - ,
- remedies. After lunch we thought to take him to the nurse in the Park; then he seemed to -
- lose touch She recommended that we drive to the closest doctor.. .When we arnved R

o . carrymg Terry in my arms, the Dr. :mmedrately gave h;m full attentmn,,,,,,,, SN -

- “lt was decsded that we should proceed homeward We chose to go through the B!ack

" Hills. .. .\When we arrived at the hospital in Deadwood, ‘Terry was unconscious. They too
. gave him immediate attention. About midoight a nurse came to our trailer and eal!ed us m. L
L because they expected he wou!d be passing within the hoor ...... he passed away that .

B evemng, July 11“’ He was seven years old......, i

- “That was the sad end of a summer planned to rest, study, aod as a family en_]oy our Parks s ': ;

. _:' | ~as I tarned my 40" bmhday It was a lonesome ride back to St. Peter. We came back L
" heaten. We had left a complete and happy famxiy, now we were returmng thh the oldest jf;‘

s boy. commg by rall oina easket.” L

: | 1949 The year of the ummagmabie It began wnh anesota cold The c1ty had blocked off a
_ Street for coastmg by chﬁdren Peter was one. of them PR . R

- -[George i “One mormng he dld not want to go to school professmg 1llness His eyes were -

o '-_""_swollen A bit irritated, 1 took him to Dr. Olmanson who nmmedzately took a urine sample,_; :
- and brought in the bad news that Peter had Nephntns. Dr. O. suggested we brmg hlm to

= ;-_Rochester' through Dr Hobart Johnson it “as arranged for Peter S admxssnon that

o -'afternoon - LR Lo



- -“l drove him there, a happy and cheerfn! boy, who looked forward to the adventure of e
- - being in the hospital. The diagnosm was conﬁrmcd, wc were told that there wm no o

- treatment but bed rest ,,,,,, A

L “For a month s t:me he was in St Mary s; the dxseaee went on |ts predncted course Near o

R o the end some radlca! new drugs were: med whlch dld not. benef' t hlm.,,;,,” o

| .“It was. Nan s blrthday, the 28"‘ of Febmary The chddren were at the Hollmgswurth

o “home. “We drove back to St. Peter in a snow storm. We went to plck up-Nan, then told the :

o Hollmgsworths the bad new that Peter was not expected to survive. We took the ch:ldren
- home, and fried. to have a little blrthday party for Nan. At noon the next day there was a_ a

" call from Rochester that Peter had pasaed away. He was seven years oid. ey We drove to S
' Rochester to make arrangements w;th the funeral d:rector os0r9% , I : R

' “Lorena and 1§ drove home, m deep sadness. lt was unbehevable that we. couid have these

:'two healthy boys and they now were dead And our youngest was. m a cast for d:slocated ; :
e _'_lups,,,”__ o e : o V .

- - At thxs juncture in famliy mstory, George S writmg was delaved although scattered commcnts

i o appeared in his ﬁnal years. He shifted gears somewhat abmptly in his retrospect noting t‘nat - L
. giventhe War —- he and Lorena early on had mqmred about ¢ cmergency work as Bducatlonal
o .Mlssn)nanes Both understood the 1mpact of The War upon mlssxon ﬁelds S 3 x

- f"By a strange 1rony, Ioglcal at that partlcular moment the coupie was told there was no . o
.. _possibility of such service unless they wouid go mthout the little boys”' 'I hey didn t go They L
_didn tthmk they ever would. . - o - | L

: However .in due course George had been elected a member of the Board of World Mlssmns
~ not long after, Chairman of the Board. By now The War clearly began to demonstrate unusual A
- hardship.on “mission fields across the world --. not ieast on Augustana ﬁeids n Afnca hkewxsef ok

. on Eumpean mlssmnary work eisewhere on the contment

: _' 1951 Dr P. O Bersell Augustana Church Presxdent decxded to go to Afnca to dlscuss the
" missions” phght with the LWF’ (Lutheran World F ederation) ‘and CYCOM (Comtmsswn on’ f

- _' K Younger. Chm‘ches and Orphaned Mlssxons) The focus centéred on mutual Church mterests -
= '._'iecogmzmg that many European ﬁeids pre-dated mose overseen by fhe Augustana Synod

o - Bersell retumed to report to the BWM the despcrate needs that Were emergmg world—wxde but L

‘especially in Africa. As it happened at.a subsequent meeting ; of the Board, Chairman Geo. Hall -

- - and Pre31dent Bersell were s:ttmg 31de by sxde when a Boaxd member asked “What shall we '
-_dowvf) o . . _ IR . T o



- Bersell (lookmg nelt‘ner N ght ner Ieﬁ) rephed “Send HaH 10 Afrlea y [ George | “He had not
~ . .spoken to me about this. 1 was unprepared for it. Gomg home from the meetmg l told
- 'Lorena about 1t Next mﬂrmng she sald “When do we go"” - . :

o [Gem'ge ] « Plans were made as qmckly as pomble Nan was st:ll in her cast, but that was
" due to be remeved -would sure!y be a success. ‘But when the cast was, removed her hlp was

- O stiff, and ata wrﬁng angle But that was, somethmg that would rectnfy ntself’ G

o _"_.Lorena began fo pack what would be needed by a mother of two rather than four e

- antlclpatmg the dayq of the j Joumey and at least three menths of llfe in Afma SR

'."."_.';George by that ume had been appomted the ofﬁcxal Bxecutwe Secy for LWF

s mterests in Africa. He became accustomed to travel in Africa — which meant bemgﬁ =

- fon safari” about three days a week ~ SOME for admmzstratwn, some for supphes, L o
o some for hospztahty One no’cable mstance SEERT s : =

_'_1'952&5.4 [George] “A ma;or safan for onr famtly took us at one pomt to Lo
" - Bambuli. Earlyin the mormng one Sunday a. brass ensemble played - BT
L f.hymns as people gathered. Then a choir of more than a hundred '
_.voices rehearsed The chorr sang severa! hymns, followed by
o - Handel’s Halleiujah Chorus. S
. “It was the anniversary of Peter’s death; 1 sat m tears ‘thmkmg what an o
e appropnate memorlal this was for hlm. SPULE : ! S

- Work progressed duttes mcreased George dascevered there were more safans
“ than he could handle~ for research and support documentation; teaching and’

counseling, and the coordination of other staff. ‘The magmtude of the work would RN L
o brmg hlS personai role in Afnca to conclusxon N i : W

o 1956 Back in the Umted States he had respons;b;i;ty for extended follow—up w:th:f = B
. LWF and the NLC (Natlonal Lutheran Councit). That task preceded a call to- ‘

become ‘pastor at Artington Hills Church in St. Paul - - which became a dauntmg
task in a metro setting. The dimension of fatigue that was brought on by demands

" ina Iarge parish before long began to create fertile conditions. for George’s return to

. -academic and campus life. He was Iaxer to wrlte of optmns thh wxstfulness and a
- '."_dose of seif—evaluatlon S : o B

L [George 1 “I had been there (Arlmgttm Hlﬂs) only two years when the

-__'__Lutheran Student Foundation came and asked me to become Campus Pastor o
" on the aneapohs campus It was too early to consnder a change But I had



B : '_."the burden to consnder it senously - after hemg tramed qnd expenenced m the__ :
- academic world.” RIS R Lo o

L 3 The Umversﬁy of anesota was. home to nearly 40 000 students Ten percent were a
~ Lutheran. George was by nature a student. The Luthéran Student work seemed a

proper . fit. He accepted. the task at the Un1ver31ty But itcame at a comphcated

o juncture. Quite some time earlier he had committed himself to work with the LWF - i

~.on a program geared to unprovmo bas:c educatzon ﬁ)r Aﬁrcan pastars _' ’

. .Slmultaneously Churches in the cotmtries of Europe, Canadq,'. - as well as the o
. USA ; became mterested ina parallel program ¢ of advanced education fornon- =
S church African 1eader<; the thought being that sumlar progrg.ms mlght extend
. eventuaily to other areas of the world S

It was deoided eventually to develop a two-year course to be ﬁ)ased in Marangu B

o Tanganyika. ' As the initial phase of this plan, George was asked to.do a three-

month stint as “Professor of New. Testarnent Studies” at Marahgu then to’ enlarge -

- E rescarch during a parallel stint by means of what was called the “Around The World = -
Lectures” which would take him to Rhodesia, South Africa, Hong Kong, Taiwan, SR
R '.Japan, Indta, Paklstan and NW Alaska The new 1mt1at1ves occupxed the ﬁrst half A
"of1960 ' R e . ol

o _As a campus pastor George Hall had been presumed to be ina better posmon to be -

L ~ " absent from his home base for thzs length of tlme, better than would have been the B I N

;'casewerehe servmgaparlsh T

o One underlymg reahty This tlme I orena. and the gu‘ls Would remain at home A

~ corollary factor was the importance of concentratmg on studeht involvement and

.. -pal“tlapatlon To test preparation for the six-month around-t \e-world Lecture .
. series, George hitch-hiked on earlier “Hall family” African e erience, ‘offering a-

“Class in Swahili” at the Lutheran Student Center. Surprise! George Bl | expected' .
*_perhaps 10-12; mmgme my Lonstematmn when enmllmentt swelled to more :

- than 507

- .E}even of them later accompamed George to Marangu then onto succeedmg ‘;tops - L

R actxon they chose in expandmg thelr persenal educatlonal gOals

T | To make the Hall famdy future more complex The Lutheran Student Foundatmn

- at the turn of the decade reverted to its plan for construction of additional Campus

. __Mmlstry famhties The requuements were far from 31mp1e Issues of zonmg, land 7 o




_-_'Umvereﬁy $ metro settmg SRS N

L o house a burgeonmg pmgram S

L '."acqunsltmﬂ buﬂdmg permxts fundmg - aI} were comphcath - eSpeczaHy in the

B _Aﬁer rewlvmg basxc optmns, George gave hzs assent as to locatnon The S

. Foundation then pursued detaﬂed plans tor constmcuon ot nﬁw and larger faelhtzes T .

" The pmject was nearly ready to engage in constructzon Operatlom when at about the' o

~ " same time the University began to Iay out a plan for ma}or chhnges that wouid -
EE relocate multlple acadc,mw centers. - . . - R ! S

' The unexpected actlon 1eﬁ Lutheran Campus Mmlstry (and qther denommational

- student programs) in an eddy, not the mainstream. It created a huge dilemma. The -

E ‘campus pastor felt the flak: [George]: “Across the river it Was proposed to build

. a single center for all religious organizations to use. While a splendid idea, all =~ L

~of the student religions organization buildings would now be put out of the way - I

'of stndent traffic as students proceeded to cl.asses or actwftles elsewhere

.“It was a rough begmmng Morale was low It seemed that the LSF bulldmg
had been a huge mistake to be regretted a burden for the work instead of the |

- assistance we thought to be valuable... .When we had open house for the new
R bmldmg, the feeling was general that it HAD been a big mtlstake ~ one to be
- regretted.,. I bore the blame popularly, aithough the building was planned
. before 1 came ~- it was by decnsnon of the Natmnal Foundatmn as well as the

”_'_lecal Board” L S TR o i

_’.'Further obli gatlons entered the famzly agenda in that perlod

' - 1959: George was asked to become Guest Lecturer at NW Sek'mnary I
e 1959: The LWF would hold its Assembly in MPLS; Given: hlks previous LWF
. contacts in Africa, Burope, Sweden, efc.; George was. asked to be coordinator of

o Communications, TV and Hospitality, (He knew the Pefsonaht‘es and °eos. -

2 '_-'mvolved”) S L

o '-Meanwhﬂe further comphcatmns At thxs Juncture among Lutherans MERGER

- had become the item di jour or du annum!!

% LCA predecessor bodies. . S L )
¥ Likewise, predeccssor Semmarles (F our to compmse LS_T__C) o
* Correspondmg Synodmal/lnstltuuonal affihatlons L e

| In keeplng thh this grewmg momentum George was 1r1v1'te_d_ _i:o I'e_a;\?e the =
L aneapohs settmg in favor of j _;ommg a Chlcago matrlx In 't_he:_}? all of 1963,




T *the pian called for George and hlq tamﬂy to depart the Umverﬁuty in order to R
 join the Mission School ‘Faculty at Maywood. He did so with great - SRR
- ¢nthusiasm for the change, spectﬁcaiiy because of hlS perceptlon of faculty S
FEaRN compomtlon and stmcture PR o S

g .- {George] “+They were products of diﬂ'erent umversmes and theologwali L
schools in the UQA and ahroad w S R .

. --+They were. q.onservatlve representatlves of thelr respectwe churches, T

: “nderstandmg their mumgrant begmmngs and a knowledge of the home-' . o

.'eountry. S T

| . +It was a strong faculty academzcally

R —I~There were scholars from Latv;a, refugees, who were worid rccogmzed

o "_'-'+They llkewwe were in relatlonshlps wnth other semmanes and B |
- 'umversmes in tbe Ch:cago area.. ' pe T SN

; f-+They knew the cztv, 1ts people and problems, o AR

o +They were. not as parochlal as the semmary facultleﬂ that would be

joined to them in the merger H:s conclusmm “I felt rlght at home w1th . -_' . .

o _them.” o

- **(A ra,ther mtngumg hst of standards for a graduate ofLanyon ngh SChOOl;- - S

L to complle“')

But —— behmd the scenes, a strange conundrum that. wquld af’fect the Hall | '_- R T

famlly was beginning to take shape. ‘Consider that the- early “60s had been
- pre-occupied with multlple views of mtemat10na1 mtsswn W1thm merg:ng

. - Church bodies.

o fConSLder that one aspect o‘f ecclesnastical maneuvers was to move the School AT

SRt of Mlsszons from Maywood - to LSTC

' C(mmder also that one of Georgc Hali s assi gmnents durmg thlS MISSIOHS

o paroxysm ‘would be to do research in So. America - along lines of that which o o

P :_."__':___'earher had becn undertaken in Afnca i coopetatlon with CYCOM For the
~ better part ofa year, Lorena’ and Camilla were to travel the South- Amerlcan

: Contment with George as. he gathered data from all but one of the countries



S _there -- research deemed essenttdl 10 rev1tahzmg missmnary Work m the } B

g Southem Hemlsphere

R "’The oonundrum was. amphﬁed by the fact that the years 3ust ahead were to B PR

" produce alteration in some ways exceeding that which affected student

" facilities at the U. of Minnesota. The emerging reversal was that The School .

R of Missions itself - —and all the pianmng therefor - would be phased out aﬁer a —
s Short dec:dde of hfe [58 68] | SRR i S

| a '~ As that decade ended George became ehglbie for a 6~m0nth Sabbatxcal o
- leave; He'decidedto spend it in Sweden i in service at the American Church

- ‘in'Stockholm. . Lorena once again would stay home - given that she NOW was

- - carmg for her mothe1 Who had been 1nV1ted to hve thh the Hali fazmiy

o ’Whﬁe m Stockhoim, there came an authomatwe word for George, deinered AR

in person by Dr. Hermann: No. Ionger was there to be a role for the School of .;,

| '2. - Missions; consequently, no longer a role for George Hali as- Professor of
- ,Mzsszons He understood the 1mphcatxons .

- 4 '[George.l 2 “At the age of 60, 1 was now unemployed “

Tl . ln contemplatmg this “sea change one must take the larger v;cw The ‘

- Sixties were unsettling times. Mergers brought on sudden and substantlal |

s chdn"es for many famlhes in The Church

B -"'George & Lorena Hall however, were to face events pecuhar to them A very"

o . specxﬁc example: Saturday, the 15% of December 1962. The day before the _:-

~Third Sunday in Advcnt (One day before our 13 weddmg anmversary,

B _'-"'-Deoember 16)

| | That Saturday m.ommg marked the ﬁnal Adveni I oily and I would be
~ spending in ministry at Messiah Lutheran church, Burimgton Towa, since 1

" had accepted a call to Augustana College T was reviewing sermon notes, thef' G

| Collect, other Propers and prayers for Sunda)’ Senlces when George S
-called . : . o D B

| _He had heiped to ofﬁcxate at our weddmg on that date thmeen years

- earlier. We were not surpused 10 receive hxs call The messagc was -

' 'overwhelmmg “ Nan dled t!us mornmg



- He gave us the stery much Iater recalled it in wntmg [George ] “One SR

week earlier Nan had been at Church choir at Mt. Ohvet It was o
o _'dreadfuﬂy cold. When s‘he came back w;th me to. the car, she was chlﬂed, )
" came home for lunch, went to bed to warm up. The next mornmg Nan

“was ill with a deep cold. The Doctor came, said it was lung congestmn,

" suggested admission to the University hospital. In spite of having called

- ahead, she ended up waltmg ina drafty hallway I Went oat to get seme -
- 'cmnamon candy she kaed,... A Ry | .

T .“Nan d!d not lmprove 1n a few days :t was clear she could net survwe |

_— She was in the final hours of kldney fallure.;.’. SRR

- “We needed a mght nurse, On Saturday mormng I went out to secure the - L
* cash to pay the nurse in advance as required. Lorena and Camilla went .

SRS toa Laundromat because mach more laundry needed to be washed than B P B

o _usual RN

| _“When 1 returned abeut 10 30 a.m. I was told that she had Just passed

' .. away. ‘She was 12 years old.... T contacted Larena and' Camillain the . - =
' Lauwndromat in the middie of theu' wash. I armngeﬂ basic matters thh B TR
- the undertaker 1 held Nan’s hand as her body ceoled Then we were e n

E 'together asa famﬂy about her bedsxdc ®»

_ o _ 'IMAGINE” Couid anythmg have been more eloquent or relevant than the o
R '_Collect for that Thn’d Sunday in Advent o S

N our hearts by thy gracxous vzsitatlon

“Lord ‘we beseech Thee gwe ear to our prayers and Izghten the darkness of '.

' *********'“"' B

"George and Lorena that wmter dxd as they always had dene They retumed
o -'_-home That’ s what faimlxes do o . R _

.-'-The SIXtL&S brought vocational change o both I.QOrene. a;id George ' Lerene
AR entered alate-life careerin Social Work; service urgenﬂy needed since she
 had an advantage in- workmg with Hispanics =~ use of their own 1anguage

) - . That role expanded as she also undertook work w1th Asxan famxhes wa an. o

"fV :“a1ntetp1eter

. Keep in mmd she had become the daxiy caretdker for her mother, Who hved N

S in the Haii household almost untxl the day of her death : o DU



- For George the academu,, ,the Slxtxes came to mean ‘back to the pansh ThlS S V_
" time to St. Johns, Lincolnwood in 1969, It became a very productwe mxmst:y,,;; SRR

o tru{y malked by sadness and hope

B Edrly ]9’70. By a thst of urcumstance\ mvoivmg, career change by a

. prommcnt I)cPaul Umvcrsny facu{ty member, (;eorge was invited to become -

‘Guest Professor of World Religions.at De Paul, .a partstime post he held until.

. 1993. ‘The observation he made in that year was typical: - {George:] (by thcn - e

. atage 85). “I.felt embarrassed that regular professors at DePaul were .
- ,uret;red in theit sixties while 1 had continued teaching. So...[ retlred
S Vfrom DePau! “wnth honors from the faculty and Presndent'”

o On another “famlly” front Cannlia had graduated ﬁom thef Umvemty of

Minnesota; at the turn of the decade' she briefly held positions in social work’ | R

- Duluth aneapohs then decided to move to Cahfomia w1th fnends - :;'_ : -
o ~V¢among whom she became a relentiess pacxﬁst and tax protestor f e

[George']' “We met some of her radlcal fraends (m (,ahforma) and llkedv,v S

- them very much. Camilla had ¢changed in her dress ~-n0t caring for style - B
- very much. We attnbuted it toa fad she had picked up - and eventually L
""f:‘;would drop R - P , ,

o :1; iThen {Back in ]L} “Watchmg TV one mght there was the ternble news L

' of the kidnapping of Patty Hearst rlght out of her apartment. We felta -~ -

* dread having a daughter in that area. A few days later Camilla callcd :
~ and said she was moving in with some gu'l friends i m a nenghbormg
: Vcommumty for whlch she dld not’ bave an address d

n ,“We rece;ved a letter or s0 from her w:th a fake address and fake o j: R
' ffnames... | R , | res B

i “Then the FB! came to us, and told us that she was among the . |

- _Symbionese Liberation Army. Would we prowde mfommtm., for themo Ce :

} ?Of course we knew nothmg,. Vo

AR “The mght of Camnila s death we were at a play in meolnwood dnd on
. the way home were listening to the car radio when news came of the -~
. shoot-out in LA. Camilla was reported among the déad -— then they were = -~

. notso sure, for her body had not been found.... {later} ~as wewere =~

jli{dressmg for a concert at Northwestern Umversnty ~the telephone rang It . P
:j':;was the LA Coroner saymg that Camﬂla s body had beeu found that the oo



5-;

= ‘news would go on TV in ﬁve mmuteS' reporters wanted to talk to me. [ :

had followed the pohcy of always being courteous and avallable e j__ W

| B }:“For months afterward there were calls by the Press based on havmg
" heard that the congregat;on had fired me . ("olummsts wrote.

| __,_:_excorlating columns on me as a pastor w:th “such a daughter" -~ Whlch
N -:-'they scnt hopmg for a reply from me, but 1 dld not do 8000 _‘_ R

- “The pollce also made a full report on the uee of the smoke bomb whnch

e caused the fire, the break down in commumcatnons dunng which it had

- been agreed for a cease fire so those inside conld ecome out and surrender e

E _ Cmmlla 'was one who dld «- and was shot i in the yard» Others seeing that .

_ the arrangement was not holdmg, dove under the house, and perlshed
there” T S T e

o The. famﬂy was down to two r;ght where 1hey began in 1937 George and o

e -Lorena

o '-'-"At age. 7() Gcorge restgned as pastor at St J ohn s to accept a call as

: ' Associate Pastor of the Church of the Ho]y Spirit, Lincolnshire. He would:
serve there for 10 years. He eventually would conclude pamsh mmlqtry by a

o 'successmn of thxee one-year lntermi pdstorates l988-9l

S“mmef’ 1991: (Jeorge at that time ‘accepted what would be ms final role; . o

- '_Q'task that lasted to the end of life: Chaplam at the Swedxsh Retnement (,enter S : - R

EAR in Evanston untxl death in 2000

****************

L In 1991 ‘we were mVlted to join: George and Lorena for celebratlon of her

c birthday ﬁAprll 13; -~ and George s recent aqmgnment ‘ About a week earhe1, T
- _she had dev eloped severe abdominal pain. After careful «.tudy, itwas - - '

~diagnosed as cancer of the colon She underwent surgery; was still at the

e hospital when we visited her; . following which we went on — at her request o ST

“to the Edgewater Beach café with George' (one of their favorite places) for the' e

.+ remainder of the twih-cause celebration, The party Openccl with Budweiser -~ =

B also a favorite of Georgc —and a specxal fish menu, a favorite of Lorena even e
- when she couid not be there to enjoy itl: Actlvmes conoluded at an early '
e '_"_hour! . : s AR

L ’Three yearq later Lorena s cancer retumed Inopel able sze in the hospltal -’_

': became l:he new norm. [George ] “ May ’%0 came, the date of the..



o E "anmversof our weddmg in 193’7 w:th 58 years of hfe together She was s
S --.brxght and happy as we remembered those years .'.'-....The nurses camein’ DRI
S with two shces of cake We were $o thankful that matters seemed to be e o

| g _' R lmprovmg

o '.“On June 8™, I came ¢ to the hospltal in the afternoon as usual Eaeh mght_: L

" we had prayed and recited the 23" Psalm together. . When we came fo -

N " the line * ‘yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death’ .'-- S
- '._.;_-fshe weuid squeeze my band a b:t t;ghter e R

e At supper that mght] chided Lorena that she should eat better. We L

. said good bye as usual, and 1 went home. I was doing my own- laundry in S

L : the bathroom sink and my clothes were soaking when the telephane rang :' B
- The nurse told me that in thexr rounds they found Lorena had passed L

e quletly away .

- _-"Foﬂowmg the fmal services for Lorena hfe slowly wouid regam a measm'e of
" equilibrium for Geoxge with friends at the Retr_rement Center in Evanston BT
- Worthy of contemplation, to say the least is that: Geofrge s life was to clese oL
. .asasingle person -~ and chaplam His energy would cénter on a course he e T
- created for 80 and %0 year—old remdents enﬂtled “Understandmg the Bxble e LT

Soas Literature O

| , We talked about 1t at some length Just a week before hlS death He sang the :

' ':T,‘pra:ses of his aging students as “among the most dedicated I ever met”. He' s

B ‘told how he wanted to heip them to understand the Bible in its hxstoncai

- context; that the Bible was 66 Books, not 3ust one; that each had an author or |

a authors ;tg own parncular hlstoxy a.nd purpose

o . That fmal teachmg—learmng venture was a high mbute to the other members 3‘ RS
o '_of the “teachmg—leammg famzly he pnzed S0 greatiy ‘

S '_-Edgar Goodspeed Remho!d Nlebu}u Conrad Bergendoff Edgar Carlson. a
 Bernard Erling. Eric Wahlstrom Paul Holmer Fritlof Fryer Not least. o
beloved companion teachers at GA: Oscar Winfield: Paul Holmer. Chester '.-__ SRR

- Johnson Theodore Conrad Rlchard Reusch (To name only a few )

e After he died notes fez hxs classroom Work and a vamety of computer draft33 PR
- were spread across an untxdy but actwe scene on hxs desk : '



I‘ he George and Lorena Hall F amlly
. 'George the pdelor i .
" Lorena, the Artist, -
~ George, The Teacher. :
. Lorcna, the consistent Compamon
- George, Lorena: Father, Mother.
" ‘Four Children with shortencd lives, ~
. Geel ge and Lorena Two become one

S A Saga of Sorrow and Hope The George and Letena Hall Famﬂy Ep;logue- _ o

George and Lorend s Wldel famlly and ﬁ'Jends do well to recall the prayer
made the tlme of the deelslen to move ﬁ"om Bethany to Gustavus

| “Lorena and I prayed for God’s bleselng that mlr work would be A
acceptable .md that we could make that our home for the rest. of 0ur R
careers. SRR : : S : '

- e ._"'_'If Chlcago and New Yo;:k once were. stlmuh to stlr the father 8 mlnd years in "
- Minnesota were to'stir the mother’s heart. No one could have cstlmated the .

- "countleﬁs prayere drmd serrow and hope that wouid rise ﬁ"om ihem and fur thém

i ]n addltt()l’l, Lolly and l recall some famlly encountere that ehclt epecxal pmgnancy
"It was 1948, -1 was 21, she was 18: We. were three years into a fi ive-year courtship. It was

the year of George’s hope. for a vacation in mountains of the west. They brought Terry home; ;. k

. - subsequently invited George’s brother Clarence and his family, (incl udmg ourselves) to gather
o _at George and Lorena $ cahm on the Norlh Shore 01 Lake Superlm ' . o

o "The speeter of the Ioss of T erry was ommpreeent S

:._.'As a young couplc not yet formally engaged whcn we ﬁ: si saw the parents we w L

- didnot know how to respond. But they did.- They came home. T hey opened their

 hearts. That's what families do And they gave us thelr example of llvmg through o
' sadnese w:th hope . : S . . '

A How w:de}y thdt leeqon Was repedted! Not _}ust aiter Terry, and the B]ack Hllls of'.__- R :-. o
'-_.-SouthDakota L T . S L Co

g _ '_}'.'._: They were. to drive home n the sHow am;d eadness dlld hepe as Peter lay in the
' j_-:hospllal in Rochester and Nan Walted for her bmhday party ' -



They were to come home armd 5adness and hope mlndful of musw from Mount

o Olivet, and the bustle of a Laundromat and of Nan E last. day in the hospltal o ai} |

o - _on a cold Saturday in Advent

- F hey came home amxd sadness and hope deSplte f ery days of smoke in The Clty of
. Ange}s‘ 1 —even though they understood better than anyonc that the Symblonesc -
beeration Army was mherentiy a “hopeless wventure. - | : :

- ':And after holdlng. hls hand n one last clasp, Lorena went home through the Valiey . = ', o

of The ShadOW, even as her husband was washmg Ins shlrts and SOX. S

l

. ‘_Home was the place where they leamed to llve wﬁ:h sadness and hope
o :At the end oné€ ir omc common denommator ne‘vertheless toubhed every member of
- the family: Each one at the Moment of Death was without the: presence of another C

I

o rbven famzly members at those 1rrevocable moments were elsc,where

. ,*,****,***********, B
' R

: "Yet never did George and Lorena re)ect the polamy w;th whmh they Ieamed to llve : :

B Many persons since have acknowledged their own inabilities to have added to

U George and Lorena’s patient depth of understandmg of complex social currents. ihat R -

e } emerged 1n the mld Seventzes, to say nothmg of cascadmg personai loss

R _'Two remarkabie mstances reﬂectmg thexr perceptlons were to emerge from the
) -unwe!come chmaie encroachmg on the famlly EE ' .

ER -_-_In one of George ] wrltmgs a remarkable autoblographlcal eXtI'aCt dPPeaﬂ"d

S gradatlon year from Wash burn ngh School e We made it to the outdogr

- exercises late afternoon where everyone but us was takmg pictures, Durmg the | .

S ‘supper hour all the families had arranged for special dinners, but wedidnot .~ -~
~ know about this custom. Later, as Camilla made a sandwich for herself in the T
o kltChen, she cried and spoke bxtterly, saying that she was the only one left of -

- our children, and we had not shown her the attention and honor she deserved e

| _Z_She was right. But it was not that we lacked love for her., ‘We were not aware | o
- of the customs in that. commumty whlch honored graduates, confirmands. and L

. '_ Bar Mltzvahs w;th lawsh parhes o SR



(;eorge s propen31ty for candor seemed t0 some to be mcredmlous ‘ot leaqt in thls‘_ -

: instance. ‘But it always was taken apace by Lorena; seldom challenged by peers; | O
-~ seamlessly supported domestically, even when the daughter. they were to losehad =~ L
- upbraided her parents in rathet dramatic, albeit understandable fashlon Togethcr___ R

. they sought h()pe by Wthh Lo hve through such deys and yeafs |
:ItemII o
1981

o “George Jomed me (John I\ )in off cxatmg at the weddmg of our sccond son

“ " {Guess what? Named “Peter”.} -George did the homily, at Heter § request. .

' Onthat wedding night at Lincolnshire, George stated that his text would be. from e

- - First Cor: 13. Most weddmg guests thought they knew what sort of sohloquy to e
-f-eXpect 'lhe tmlogy of faith, hope and love L R

-’;But George S short mf‘»SSage was:

“St. Paul is tight when he teeehes that love is pnmary, and falth lmportzmt

But hfe 1eaches us that Impe is despenSable to expenvencmg Love and Falth
oy

| D q Thoee at that weddmg who knew thc story of the George and Lorena HaII famﬂy
% could not help but sense that a multl-layered pall of sadness does not counter the .
. relentiess over-burden of multxple 1055 Only HOpe WIH do. bnly HOpe oifers hope

L ':_;'_:The ﬁnal pabes were . sealed wﬁh George s death in 2000

| *************** Lo
A eaga of sadness and hope

_. The ﬁna} chapter on the Hall Famﬂy began cloemg W1th Lorena S death in 1995

L ssekckdkssordskorsks. 0




o "-""George Jomed hns famﬂy in the common expenence of bemg alene at death As it
' happened, nieces and nephews, including ourselves, were far lfrom Chzcago at that

o unexpected moment. Arrangements for final disposition of the body bad been made

wellin advance by George -As was true for Lorena, George élso had desxgnated his

- body to appropriate scientific study. Their deczsmns have mﬂuenced some mthm RSN
-..the Iarger famlly to consxder a sumlar dec131on o e "

' Not unllke that commnment, another remarkably plactlcal colrollary to the saga of o

S E sadness and hope was exPressed by George and Lorena HaH

They had developed thexr estate prmc:pally in thelr later years They had proceeded - g .

__ wxsely m thelr chou,es of real estate -also, of. conservatwe savpngs plans

. 'Havmg no chﬂdren to prov1de for they created a la.rge scholgrshlp fund beneﬁtmg |

B " five Church-related institutions ~ all-of which they had attended or served. Their

o chantable plan was mstituted and became effectwe Just prior to George s death

".Tdken as a whole the chmenswns of thelr respect for the wortd of Ieammg could

o not have portrayed more clearly a teacher s mmd and an artz#t 8 soul

. Thanks be to God‘

o 'John andJLOHy Kmdschuh
Gathering VI '

o ‘Augustana Herxtage Assocxatlon'. o

* Gustavus Adolphus College -
June 2124, 002
| . C



